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Traditional Communities Related to
Railway Stations in Thailand

Parinya Chukaew

Traditional communities related to Thailand’s railway
stations have a long history. Some of these communities were
established when the Royal Railway Department (RRD), under
the control of the Ministry of Public Works, started to construct
the country’s first state railway line between Bangkok and
Nakorn Ratchasima in 1891. All of the communities that
developed were located near railway stations in Bangkok and
other provinces such as Chumsaeng, Sawi, Bang Mun Nak and
Bua Yai. While the RRD continued to develop its service
operations, the areas surrounding many railway stations became
the community centers for trading and selling goods and
services, with the railway being the primary means of
transportation. To accommodate the community’s economic
growth, local residents of these railway communities built more
timber single houses, timber row houses, shophouses and
markets near the community center. At the same time, the RRD
built more welfare housing for its staff and their families who
worked in the service operation areas.

Most of the early houses provided by the RRD were timber
single houses with a colonial-influenced architectural style, like
that used in many buildings in Singapore, Penang, and the
Philippines. The houses were designed by the RRD’s western
architects but with architectural elements suitable for the
tropical climate of Thailand. The houses were built on concrete
pillars, leaving the area underneath the house for multiple uses.
Kitchens would be separated from the main building by a
connecting terrace. The roof would be gabled, hipped, or
hipped with a gable on top; they would have a 30 degree slope
topped with small baked clay tiles. The house’s pediments and
eaves were decorated with beautiful carved wood. Sun
protection panels, vents, windows, doors, and frames were all
made of timber. In 1939, the RRD started to build more timber
single houses and timber row houses across Thailand using
standard architectural drawings. These standard timber houses
were constructed with appropriate functions, economization, and
suitable for tropical climate.

Between 1941 and 1945, the time of the Greatest East
Asia War, many of RRD’s important structures such as railway
tracks, bridges, railway stations, warehouses and signal boxes
for both locomotives and passenger cars were destroyed by the
Allied Forces air bombs. After the war, the RRD built new
railway stations in the same locations as those demolished
during the war and expanded some of the smaller railway
stations to accommodate more passengers. At the same time
that the RRD was improving the railway system, Thailand’s
government started to build more highways and improve
existing roads, providing easier accessibility to destination
locations. With the roadway improvements, travelling by car
became more popular because it provided more convenience
and speed than railway service. The economic development
that once centered on the railway stations was moving to near
the highways. This shift in economic development has caused a
degradation of the existing built environment, traditions and
quality of life in many traditional railway station communities
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such as Wang Krot and Tha Lo in Phichit province.

During the past 40 years while Thailand has been
developing and modernizing, some of the traditional
communities related to railway stations have been changed
physically and economically. Fortunately the communities
surrounding the State Railway of Thailand (SRT), the State
enterprise that replaced the RRD in 1951, continue to play an
important role in alleviating the housing shortage problem for
workers and their families. In addition, many of the SRT’s old
and valuable timber houses as well as other historic and
architecturally significant structures have remained intact. The
former railway terminals at Thonburi and Songkhla, Kantang
railway terminal and the Royal Pavilion at Bang Pa In railway
station have been registered as national monuments by the Fine
Arts Department. In addition, SRT's Yotse office, Makkasan
train factory, Chiang Mai, Nakorn Lampang, Bangkok and Hua
Hin railway terminals, and the Royal Pavilion at Bang Pa In
railway station have been given the ASA Outstanding
Architectural Conservation Award by the Association of Siamese
Architects Under Royal Patronage. However the SRT's mega-
projects, including the redevelopment of stately owned lands
and the transportation systems in Bangkok, have made the most
significant impact on SRT's built environment and the quality of
life of workers and their families.

Today some traditional communities in Thailand, such as
old Phuket town in Phuket province, Amphawa floating market in
Samutsongkram province, and Chiang Khan in Loei province
have been revitalized and promoted as tourist attractions.
Unfortunately, traditional railway communities have not been
pointed out to the SRT, the public or conservation societies for
their historical, cultural or architectural value to Thailand’s
cultural heritage. This oversight will undoubtedly cause more
degradation of existing built environments within these
communities. Therefore, it is crucial to study existing physical
conditions, socioeconomic issues and policy implementation
within these communities to figure out solutions for appropriate
development and conservation. One option to help revitalize the
communities is to integrate conservation planning into their
urban development plans. Sufficient legislation to protect and
control the development of communities should also be
established to ensure that residents can voice their opinions on
how to manage their own communities.

ghuaanfisalwad Jsndaguns
Sawi Railway Station District in Chumphon province

ghuaanfisalnivnse Ssuiandas
Wang Krot Railway Station District in Phichit province
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SRT’s community in Ubonratchathani province The Royal Pavilion at Bang Pa In railway station



